
Solutions Intermediate
2B
Present Perfect vs. Past simple

By: Zeinab Sadat Aboulghasem Hosseini

Session: 1401/08/7





Do you know anybody with a strange hobby?





Memorabilia = things that are 
remarkable and worthy of remembrance



Present Perfect for …

We talk about a period of time continues from past until now

Or the time we are talking about is not finished yet



Present Perfect for…

Giving news about an event, specially when we don’t know exact time

I’ve cut my finger

The police has arrested two men in connection with bank rubbery



Present Perfect for…

For experiences and accomplishments : their effect continues to 

PRESENT=>  “Present Perfect”

example:  Hassan Yazdani has won a gold medal.

=> ( He was in a competition, he won ( in the past) and        

NOW he has a gold medal)

We have been in Paris.



Present Perfect

Subj + have/has+ P.P
She has travelled to 120 countries since she was 18.

Subj + have/has + not + P.P

I haven’t seen her around my office since yesterday



Present Perfect …

1 I’ve lived in Tehran all my life. 
→ “all my life” : the period that continuous until now (UNFINISHED)

2 I’ve been at this school for nine years. 
→ “for …” : states how long the situation has existed

(use: since , for & how long)

3 I’ve lost my keys; I can’t open the door. 
→ there’s a strong connection with now

(use: already, just & yet)**

4 Sara has watched sunset near Ocean.
→ talk about experiences in lifetime.

(use: never & ever)



Let’s Practice:

Have studied

Have not worked

Have played

Have met

Haven’t seen

Has lived

Have known

Has seen

Has had

Have been



Past Simple for …

1 I slept in my bedroom last night. 
→ Specific occasion in the past(FINISHED)

2 I’ve been in Italy. I was a student there.
→ Specific information about experiences



Present Perfect Vs. Past Simple

Present Perfect

Unfinished time
recent activity, with an effect or result NOW

Past Simple

Finished time
action completed in past



Present Perfect Past Simple

Talk about an event in a duration of 
time continuing up to now

Talk about specific occasion in past

+For, Since, How long: duration of 
time

+Just, Already, Yet: event with 
STRONG connection with now

+Never, Ever: Experiences over time



Adverbs of time…
read the text again!

Present Perfect Past Simple

almost fifty years
A year later

already 

since 1968
A few years ago

ever

Finished time phraseUnfinished time phrase



Note !

• ALREADY: for affirmative sentence →

have/has + already + P.P  OR   at the end of sentence

I have already arrived                I have arrived already

• YET: negative sentences / questions →

usually at the end of sentence

she hasn’t left the school yet  / has Adam left yet?

• JUST: =a very short time ago ; for affirmative and question

have/has + just + P.P 

I’ve just finished my homework  / have you just come?



Note !

• BEEN SOMEWHERE (am/is/are → was/were → been)

= you were somewhere but NOW you are back, you have returned

Kevin has been to Vienna. ( he was in Vienna, now he has returned)

• GONE SOMEWHERE (go → went → gone)

= you were somewhere, and you are STILL there, you haven ’t 

returned

Kevin has gone to Vienna. ( he went to Vienna, now he is still there)


