
Past tense of “To be” verbs: 
I , it, he , she    + was → for second conditional and in a formal 

way, you can also use “were” instead of “was”
they , you , we + were
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She practiced                she would be

You were more reliable he would offer you

Was/were bigger    she would have

Knew the password      I could use

I weren’t too young    I could  drive a car

It were/was sunny today   we could go
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lived I would work harder!

had
I would get mad!

could They would be happier

could

I would go to 100 years ago
Didn’t exist

Humanity would no have too much progress
found

I would find its owner



I wish ……
If only ……

+ past simple →We want a situation different from how it is now!
= regret in PRESENT

Past tense of “To be” verbs: 
I , it, he , she    + was → for the formal speaking,

way, you can also use “were” instead of “was”
they , you , we + were

I live in a village (NOW). I wish I lived in a big city!
It is Monday TODAY, but I wish it were Friday today!

+ could(n’t) + base form of V
→ I want a situation that “I” act 

differently

I wish I could pass my exam

+ would (n’t) + base form of V
→ I want somebody (or something) 

else to behave differently

I wish she wouldn’t shout.
If only the phone would stop ringing!
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Penfriend cannot speak English, I wish (hope) a different situation

Penfriend can speak English but she /he doesn’t!, I wish (hope) she change her behaviour
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had

Would stop

Would take

understood

liked

Would finish
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Would come

Would give

Was/were

lived

Was/were
Would get

Would leave

Weren’t
could


