
PAST CONTINUOUS



REVIEW

How do we form the verb to be in the past. Finish 
conjugating:

 I was
 You ……..

 He …..

 She ……

 It ……..

 We …….

 They …….



REVIEW

How do we form the verb to be in the past. Finish 
conjugating:

 I was
 You were
 He was
 She was
 It was
 We were
 They were



WHEN DO WE USE THE PAST CONTINOUS?

Past Present Future



WE USED THE PAST CONTINUOUS IN THE PAST.

Past Present Future







YESTERDAY

I was listening to music.

My mother was making dinner.

My father was reading a book.

My brothers were watching a movie.



FORM

I was speaking on the phone.

We were swimming in the river.

I/ he/ she/ it + …………+ ………… + ing
You/ we/ they + …………+ ………… + ing



FORM

I was speaking on the phone.

We were swimming in the river.

ØI/ he/ she/ it + was + verb + ing
ØYou/ we/ they + were+ verb + ing



FORM

Affirmative Negative Interrogative

I was playing I was not playing Was I playing?

You were playing You were not playing Were you playing?

He was playing He wasn't playing Was he playing?

We were playing We weren't playing Were we playing?

They were playing They weren't playing Were they playing?

To play, past continuous



COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES

You ……….. studying  when she called.

She ………… playing basketball last week.

They ………… singing together.



COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES

You were studying when she called.

She was playing basketball last week.

They were singing together.



COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES

1) Julie ..................(sleep) at three o'clock. 

2) You .................(study) at three o'clock. 

3) Luke .............. (read) at three o’clock. 

4) I .................(work) at three o’clock. 

5) They .................(eat) chocolate at three o’clock.



COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES

1) Julie was sleeping at three o'clock. 
2) You were studying at three o'clock. 
3) Luke was reading at three o’clock. 
4) I was working at three o’clock. 
5) They were eating chocolate at three o’clock.



PAST CONTINUOUS VS SIMPLE PAST



THE PAST CONTINUOUS

Past Present Future8:00 10:00
09:00

I was watching TV when my sister knocked on the door.

Long action: From 8 to 10 Short action: at 9:00



THE PAST CONTINUOUS

Past Present Future8:00 10:00
09:00

Long action: From 8 to 10 Short action: at 9:00



PUT THE VERBS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE 
CORRECT FORM

While I …………….(sleep), the phone ………… (ring)



PUT THE VERBS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE 
CORRECT FORM

While I was sleeping, the phone rang.



PUT THE VERBS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE 
CORRECT FORM

The thief…………….(steal) her clothes,  when 
she …………..(swim).



PUT THE VERBS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE 
CORRECT FORM

The thief stole her clothes,  when she was 
swimming.



PUT THE VERBS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE 
CORRECT FORM

Ahmed ………… (break) his leg,  when he 
……………… (play) basketball.



PUT THE VERBS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE 
CORRECT FORM

Ahmed broke his leg,  when he was playing 
basketball.



PUT THE VERBS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE 
CORRECT FORM

Ahmed broke his leg,  when he was playing 
basketball.



PUT THE VERBS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE CORRECT 
FORM

1. What (do) ……………….. when I (call)…………………… you last night?
2. I (sit) ………………………. in a cafe when you (call) …………………… .
3. Susie (watch) ……………….. a film when she (hear) ………..the noise.
4. We (play) ……………… tennis when John (hurt) ……………his ankle.
5. What (they/do)……………... at 10pm last night - it was really noisy?
6. He (take) ………………….. a shower when the telephone (ring) 

……………………….



WRITE A SHORT PARAGRAPH ABOUT WHAT YOUR FAMILY 
AND YOU WERE DOING YESTERDAY.

Yesterday, I was watching TV ……………………………………………….







was helping

lived
was cooking

ate
was leaving / left

were watching



1 I felt very nervous while we watched the match.

2 We waited at a bus stop when we fi rst met.

3 We were amazed when we were finding so
much money.

4 While I cleaning the kitchen, I saw the broken
window.

5 It is snowi ng when we went outside.

6 I was leaving the house just after you ca lled me.

5


