
VERB PATTERNS
Identify and use verb patterns.



LOOK AT THE PHOTO 
AND ANSWER 

QUESTIONS BELOW.

1. What can you see happening on the boat? 
2. How would you describe the boat’s design and color? 
3. What is the person standing on the boat doing? 
4. What do the flags on the boat suggest? 
5. What kind of weather does the picture show? 
6. Where do you think this boat might be located (harbor, river, seaside)? 
7. What clues in the picture show that this might be a relaxed or recreational moment? 
8. How would you describe the overall mood of the scene? 



1. Why did Jane and Clive originally travel to Spain, and how long did they actually end up travelling?

Answer: They travelled to Spain for a short trip in their yacht, expecting to be away for about a week, but they ended up 

travelling for sixteen years.

2. What made them feel very anxious near Somalia?

Answer: They felt anxious because a boat kept following them, and they had heard about pirates in that area.

3. How did they manage to pay for their long trip around the world?

Answer: They paid for their trip by selling their house back in the UK.

4. What happened when they ran out of money near Fiji?

Answer: A local woman agreed to give them a box of fruit and vegetables in exchange for some underwear.
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Verb patterns

1. Verb + to + infinitive

Some verbs are followed by to + the base form of another verb.

Examples:

•She wants to go home.

•They hope to travel next year.

•He decided to leave early.

Common verbs: want, hope, decide, plan, need, learn, try

Teaching tip:

Use “to” when the action is about the future or a goal.
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2.Verb + -ing (Gerund)

Some verbs are followed by a verb ending in -ing.

Examples:

She enjoys swimming.

He avoids driving at night.

They finished eating.

Common verbs: enjoy, avoid, finish, mind, suggest, consider

Teaching tip:

Use “-ing” when the action feels general, habitual, or an activity.
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3. Verb + to OR -ing (same meaning)

Some verbs can be followed by either form with no change in 

meaning.

Examples:

I like to read.

I like reading.

(Meaning stays the same)

These verbs: like, love, hate, start, begin

Teaching tip:

Both forms are correct; choose the one that “sounds natural” to you.
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4. Verb + to OR -ing (different meaning)

Some verbs change their meaning depending on whether they are 

followed by to or -ing.

Example with remember:

I remembered meeting her.(I met her before, and I remember it now)

I remembered to meet her.(I did not forget; I remembered that I 

needed to meet her)

Teaching tip:

-ing = remembering a past action

to = remembering a future responsibility
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5. Let and Make + base verb

After let and make, the verb comes in the base form (without to).

Examples:

She let me drive.

They made him leave.

The film made me cry.

Teaching tip:

Never use “to” after let/make.










	Slide 1: Verb patterns
	Slide 2: Look at the photo and answer questions below.
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14

