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The hole in the wall — A2/B1

Joanna Paresi was the last one left - the last living person in a family who had been market
traders for hundreds of years. She was born in a village at the bottom of high mountains, and
she had lived there all her life. At the top of the mountains, the stone fruit grew. In autumn, the
fruit fell down the mountains, Most of the stone fruit got lost and no one could find them
again. But some fruit fell into a small valley. Joanna's family were the only people who knew
about the valley.

When the stone fruit fell from the trees, they were black and hard. It took four long months for
them to become ripe. They turned from black to grey and, finally, to silver. Then people could
enjoy the sweet, sun-coloured fruit inside.

When it was ripe, the stone fruit was delicious. It was the most popular food in the region. On
market day, people got up early and queued for hours to buy it. Joanna's family always had
more fruit to sell than anyone else. Her family had made a lot of money by selling the fruit




over the years. But they were not as rich as the market sellers who sold their products far
away in the capital city.

when Joanna was a child, she asked her mother, ‘Why don’t we go to the capital city to sell
the fruit? That's where the most important market in the country is.” Her mother told her that
someone had tried once, and they had failed. But she didn’t say any more.

As the years passed, Joanna dreamed of selling stone fruit at the market in the capital. The
spring after her mother died, she decided to go. It would take four long months to walk to the
capital city. It was exactly how long it took the fruit to become ripe. It would be difficult ... but
it was possible.

when the people in the city tried stone fruit for the first time, they would love it. And, best of
all, they would pay a lot. She would earn more money than ever before.

b

Joanna walked all the way to the capital city. She pushed a wooden cart full of stone fruit. She
carried with her a beautiful wooden market stall. The stall had belonged to her mother, and
before that to Joanna’s grandmother. On this stall, she would sell her fruit. When she finally
arrived at the city, she was very tired after months on the road. But the stone fruit were
almost ripe. So far, her plan was working.

Of course, there was a tax to enter the city gates. And there were market fees to pay. Plus, it
wasn't easy to sell strange, new foods like hers at the market. The fruit had to be tested to
prove it was safe to eat. The tests were not cheap and they took days to do.

Joanna spent all her money on the tests. And she also needed a place to sleep while she
waited. She really needed money, so she sold her beautiful family stall. She didn’t want to do it,
but she had no choice. After she sold the fruit, she could buy the stall back.

Finally, the tests were finished and she was allowed to sell her fruit. She used the last of her
money to rent a cheap, ordinary stall. But by now the perfect, silver stone fruit had turned
white and lost their sweet flavour.




No customers wanted to buy her overripe fruits from her boring stall. They were starting to
look and smell bad. In the end, she sold all the stone fruit to a farmer to feed his pigs. He
bought her cart too, and paid her much less than its value.

She had lost everything.

Joanna left the market in defeat. She walked through the city streets. There were shops of
every kind. In one she saw the beautiful stall that her mother had given her. But she had no

money to buy it back

Tears ran down her face, and she walked until she was lost in the city streets. At last, she lay
down in a corner and fell asleep.
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When Joanna woke again, it was dark. But there was something even darker on the wall
opposite her. It was a hole in the wall.



It wasn’'t a door, because it didn't reach the ground. It wasn’t a window either. This was just a
hole in the wall. It had ... nothing. Just like her.

Joanna felt so angry — with the market and with herself. She pulled off one of her boots. It was
full of holes from her long journey. She threw it across the street at the hole.

It disappeared into the hole, but there was no sound as it landed. The boot was gone. It was
Just one more thing that she had lost by being stupid. Tired and sad, she closed her eyes on
the world. But then she heard a sound.

She opened her eyes again.

There was something shiny on the ground. It was a coin — a single penny. It was enough to buy
a meal. It was definitely worth more than her old boot.

It must be a joke, she thought. She waited for someone to come out and start laughing at her.
But nothing happened. She pulled off her other boot and threw it after the first. She saw it fly

through the hole into nothing. But this time she saw another coin fly back out, then a second
and a third.

Joanna picked up the nearest coin. She held it close to her face ... It was real!

She picked up the other coins: three pennies. She could buy new boots now.

She took off her belt and threw it at the hole. In it went — and more coins flew back out. She
picked those up too and counted them: ten pennies. Enough for new boots and a simple belt!

Excited, she quickly took off her travelling coat, her jacket and both socks. She threw each
one into the hole.

When the sound of metal falling on the ground ended, she had a small pile of coins. She
counted them, over and over, through the rest of the night.

When morning came, the hole in the wall had disappeared. Perhaps she had lost her mind as
well as her fruit, her cart and her mother’s stall.




Fine. She didn't care. She had thirty-eight pennies.
And if you're a good trader, all you need is somewhere to start.
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Joanna was now a very unusual trader. She had no shoes, socks or coat. She went from shop
to shop. With her pile of pennies, she bought:

a large bag;
a long shirt;
a pair of broken wooden shoes;

all the old, broken or useless things the other traders would sell her.

When she had spent all her money, Joanna returned to the street where she had spent the
night. All day she sat there, looking at the empty wall opposite. People walked past her. Some
felt sorry for her. Others wondered what she was doing. But most people didn’t pay her any
attention.




In the middle of the night, the hole in the wall appeared again. Joanna was happy that she
hadn't imagined it.

She opened the empty bag in front of the hole. Then, one by one, she threw things into the
hole. Even the wooden shoes went in. The only thing she didn't throw in was the bag. when
the sun rose in the morning, the bag was full and heavy with coins.
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Joanna bought new clothes with the money: a good hat, shirt and trousers, boots to take her
home, a thick coat for winter in the mountains, and a new, bigger bag. She had enocough money
left to do some shopping at the market too. She bought silk carpets, fine wool, bags of spices
and more.

After a busy day, she returned to one, special shop. There she bought back her mother’s stall.
And then she went back to her lucky street with all the beautiful things she had bought at the
market.

She sat down for one last night, waiting for the hole.

when the hole appeared again, she started throwing the spices into it. Then she threw the
wool and silk and the other things. Silver and gold coins flew out of the hole into the bag. Soon
her bag was filled with more money than she had ever known. For a moment, she thought
about throwing her family stall into the hole as well. But then she had a better idea.

The hole had always given her more than the value of the things she threw into it. So what
about the gold and silver coins? What would the hole give her if she threw all the money in?

what could be worth more than all the money she had?

Maybe she would never have to sell stone fruit again! Joanna lifted the heavy bag of coins.
She began to move the bag backwards and forwards, faster and faster ... and then she threw
it.

Five coins came out of the bag and fell by Joanna’s feet. The others flew into the hole.
Joanna waited and watched the hole. But this time, nothing came back.




There was a tax to leave the city. Joanna's last five coins were just enough to pay it

She walked out in her good boots and new clothes. On her back, she carried her mother's
stall. She walked all day and she slept well at night. She was happy to be going home. As she
qot further and further away from the capital, she could see the mountains of home. They

looked more beautiful than ever.

Her pockets were empty, but her heart was full

Sometimes she met other travellers on the road. When she saw them coming, she put up her
beautiful, family stall. The only thing she had to sell was her story. She only asked people to
pay a penny or two to hear her story. If they didn't have any money, she asked for some food
or drink. No one believed her story was true, but they believed the lessons her story




contained. Everyone who heard the story learned a different lesson. For some people, the
lesson was ‘be happy with what you have' or 'if you want more than you need, you will lose
everything.' For others, it was ‘wisdom has a high price.

For Joanna, the last trader in her family, the lesson was different. It was the answer to her

question: What could be worth more than all the money she had? Now she knew the answer
was wisdom.

Story written by Andrew Leon Hudson and adapted by Nicola Prentis.



Task 1

Write a number (1-8 ) to put the events in the order they are mentioned.

Joanna sees something she thinks is not real.

Joanna learns a valuable lesson.

Joanna decides to sell the stone fruit at the big market in the capital city.

Joanna is able to buy expensive things.

Joanna has no money and sleeps on the streets.

Joanna has to spend all her money while her fruit goes bad.

Joanna loses everything again.

Joanna buys basic new clothes and things that are worth very little.




Task 2
Circle the best answer.

1. How did Joanna’s family make their money?
a. They were the first market sellers in their town.

b. They knew where to find more stone fruit than anyone else.
c. They sold stone fruit in the capital city.

2. What was the first thing to go wrong for Joanna?
a. She arrived too late to the city.
b. She couldn’t pay for the tests.
c. The tests took too long.

3. Why didn’t people buy Joanna’s fruit?
a. It had gone bad.
b. It was too expensive.
c. They didn’t know what it was.




What did she think when the hole gave her the first coins?
a. Someone was doing it as a joke.
b. The money wasn’'t real.
c. She was imagining things.

Which sentence is true about the money that came from the hole?
a. It was of a lower value than the things that went into the hole.
b. It was the same value as the things that went into the hole.
c. It was of a higher value than the things that went into the hole.

What did Joanna NOT throw into the hole?
a. The things she had bought at the market
b. Her mother’s stall
c. The money

wWhy was her ‘heart full’ when she left the city?
a. Because she had learned that money was less important than she thought.
b. Because she had a lot of money.
c. Because she was excited to go home.

What did the other travellers think of her story?
a. They thought it was true.
b. They learned something from it.
c. They didn’t think it was worth paying to hear it.
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is not enough for achieving one’s goals. (enthusiastic)

Sugar is to your teeth as it causes decay. (harm)
Youthare activeand ... (energy)
Capital b s is abolished in all European countries (punish)

The

........................................ is Trying to find a solution to .

(govern, employ)

This man is doing something ... ..

Because of a | ...

Whoisthe | ... ..

The black mambaisthemost | ... ..

). Should we call the police? (legal)
Sarah doesn’'t talk to me now (understand)

] of this amazing house? (own)

snake in the world. (poison)

It was SO of my neighbours to have an after midnight party.

(thought)




(7 R N ™ 2 ) B 6 h 4 N B

o in {un) [disJ [imJ [ ilj (irJ[disJ un | | il | [in [ir e

s ~N ~ ( R = R 2 B £ B & N

Limj[un][in]kikair] [disJ[ilJ i Linlkunj(disJLimJ

literate .J.relevant .polite legal Jdirect

..Jadvantage L. . Jlogical ..|.loyal Jnumerable

......... .correct o.o......)moral _.J.active ......Jhonest .modest
fSregular | safe _Jreal sperfect Gl responsible

............ believable ... J|lucky legible ......Jappear ... Jrational




Homonyms, Homographs and Homophones

Homonyms: Words that have the same spelling and same pronunciation, but
different meanings.

Directions: Choose (a) or (b) for the appropriate word

: | hope you are not lying (a) to me (a) telling a lie

My books are lying (b) on the table (b) being in a horizontal position

1. The kids are going to watch l ]TV tonight (a) small clock worn on the wrist
What time is it? | must set my watch u 4 (b) look at

2. Which page_:l is the homework on? (a) one sheet of paper
Please page:] the doctor if you need help. (b) to call on someone



1. Eating out is expensive here. There aren't some / any cheap restaurants.
There aren't much / many cars parks in the centre of Oxford.

Liverpool has a lot / many of great nightclubs.

Hurry up! We only have a few / a little time before the coach leaves.
We saw a little / some beautiful animals when we went to Austria.

There are a few / a little shops near the university.

It's very quiet. There aren't much / many people here today.

Is there some / any bread in the house? Yes, there is any / some.

woe N & s 8 N

There are any / a lot of/ much students here today.
10. Do you want to go to the cinema? Sorry, I don't have much / many time.
11. T feel sick because I smoke much / a lot of cigarettes a day.

12. There are some / little expensive new flats next to the river.
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15. We have many / few / little money! I can't buy anything it this shop.

16. You use a little / some / much sugar in your coffee. It isn't healthy for you.

17. She ate a lot / a few / a little and felt bad afterwards.

18. There aren't many / a few / a little Western people who can speak Chinese.

19. There were many / a few / a little people in the queue, so we left.
20.There is milk many / a few / a little for the children to drink it.

21. Would you like some / any / much biscuits?

22.London has much / lots /a lot of beautiful buildings.

23.I don't have some / many / any orange juice.

24.Have you got some / any / a few money? Yes, a few / much / a little.

25.He only spent a few / a little / much dollars there.

26. Some / A lot / Any friends are coming over tonight.
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COMPARATIVES and SUPERLATIVES

Complete the sentences below.

1. Mount Everest is ... mountain in the 9. Antarctica is the coldest place on

world. Earth, but which place is ...?
a) taller a) hottest
b) taller than b) hotest

c) the tallest

c) hotter than

Are cats ... dogs? What do you 10. Blue whales ... animals that have
think? ever lived.

a) more intelligent than a) is larger than

b) intelligent than b) is the largest

c) the most intelligent c) are the largest

Who was ... person that ever lived? 11. Which is ... from our planet? Is it
How can we find out? the moon or the sun?

a) the oldest a) the most farthest

b) older than b) far

c) older c) farther

| think that Alicia ... student in our 12. Monday is usually ... day of the
class. week for me.

a) the smartest
b) is the smartest
C) is smarter

a) the busyest
b) the busiest
c) busier than




5. Carla says that she had ... time of

her life at the party.
a) better than

b) better

¢) the best

. Of course, comedies are ... than
action movies.

a) funnyer

b) funnier

¢) funny

. This restaurant is bad, but the

restaurant we ate at last week was ....

a) bad

b) worse
c) worse than

13.

14,

15.

Frodo said the gold ring was ... than
the silver ring.

a) the most expensive

b) expensiver

C) more expensive

| really had the ... day of my entire

life yesterday!
a) worst

b) baddest

¢) badest

Thomas ... person in our family.
He's only seven years old.

a) the most youngest

b) Is the youngest

c) Is the most young




» To talk about a present situation you would like to change or be different, use "I

wish" or "If only" + the past simple.

2. If only I ) . (know) how to speak Mandarin.
3.IwishI [l (can) be there for you now.
» To talk about something you would like to have happened differently in the past, use

"I wish" or "If only" + past perfect.

5. TwishI .|| (noteat) so many chips last night.
6. If only I .. |.. (follow) your advice.




onditiona

Click on the correct form of the verbs..

1. If I would have / had money, I'd go with you.

If you study / studied more, you'd do better in school.

I wouldn't do that if T were / am you.
Life would be different if we didn't have / wouldn't have telephones.
If John would be / were less angry, people would like him more.

I wouldn't be / wasn't so sure if I were you.

If I didn't speak / spoke French better, I'd go to Paris.

We could visit you more often if you didn't live / wouldn't live so far away.
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If Dad ate /was eating less meat he'd be much healthier.
10. I 'd see / could see a doctor about that headache if I were you.

11. That team won / would win more often if they trained harder.




12. She make / would make more money if she hired an assistant.

13. You could get / can get a good job if you tried harder.

14. I'd make us a big dinner if I knew / would know how to cook.

15. You wouldn't be so tired if you would work / didn't work so hard.
16. We would have more space if we lived / would live in the country.
17. I'd come along with you if I didn't have / don't have to work today.
~ 18. Mom would lend you the car if you didn't ask / asked her nicely.

19. If youdrank / drunk more water, you wouldn't have headaches.

20. You ‘d get / ' Il get more done if you didn't spend so much time on social

media.




Put the words in the correct box.

an appointment = photos = homework @ damage yourtime upone’smind yoga
amess good to your health alook = progress aneffort thetram  your best

a reservation  two hours to get somewhere up your dress up a hobby  exercises

Make Do Take




Match the words to make compound nouns.




L Noose the correct answer.

T PRI | soceneuiss you. You were in such a terrible condition.
a. Had helped b. helped c. could help
2. |would ratheryou ......... drive so fast.
a. Wasn't driving b. hadn’t driven c. didn’t drive
3. She would rather ......... boots on a cold day like yesterday.
a. Wore b. have worn c. had worn
4. She would prefer ........ her friend in May.
a. To visit b. visiting c. visited
5. It's abouttimeyou.......... that you have to listen to your teachers’ advice.
a. Would realize b. realized c. to realize
6. | would prefer to drive ratherthan ............ to work today.
a. Walk b. to walk c. walking
7. You had better ......... the phone.
a. answer b. to answer C. answering
8. | prefer skateboarding ........ rollerblading.
a. Than b. to c. from
9. Youd s a doctor as soon as possible. I'm worried about you!
a. Rather to see b. better to see C. better see
10.He'd ......... not have gone to that camping site. It was awful.
a. Better b. prefer c. rather
11. We know that you love art, but your father and | would ......... you to study economics.
a. Prefer b. better c. rather
12 fonlyl ... more time to go sightseeing when | was in Sydney.
a. Would have b. had c. had had

13. It's about time you ....... studying Sheryl!



Test Wishes, Would Rather/ Had Better, Unreal Past

1. Put the verb in brackets in the correct tense to form wishes.

1. A. | wish Tim .| ].....(tidy) the kitchen after he cooks.
B. Yes, I'll remind him later.

2. A lwishl [ J ..... (put) on a suit today.
B. Yes, it would have been a good idea to wear one for your interview.
3. lwishl [ ............................ ] ........ (speak) another language.
4. Ifonlyl [ ............................. ] ....... (be) better at writing essays at school.
5. |wish she [ e e o .J.......(stop) complaining all the time.
6. Ifonlyl [ ............ Sne st ] ....... (lose) his email address. | can't send him the email now.

7. Ifonly we [ ............................ ] ..... (have) a bigger house.



Complete the crossword with nouns formed from the words below.
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