Chapter : 2
The Card

OXFORD
BOOKWORMS

THE

ELEPHANT MAN




Before Reading

Number the pictures from 1 to 4 and talk about them.

The left band was like a woman’s band; the fingers
uere I{ no ﬂn(] }Jf‘ﬂur”"ﬂl’
&
ﬁ

One day, Dr Treves saw a picture in a shop
near the hospital.

It sat very quietly on the chair in the cold, dark, dirty room.

Then I looked at the things in the dirty shop.



Alavi Before Readinc
Read the sentences and change the verbs to the sumple
past form of the verbs.

I come to the shop in a cab.

There are not many people in the road.

I can not see his face or body.

He stands by the door of the cab.

He hit the cab with his stick. S

Then I understand. OS . OO

I take his left hand and begin to help him.
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(Alavi,

So, next day at seven o'clock
I came to the shop in a cab.
There were not very many
people in the road, because it
was early in the morning and I
could not see the shop very
well. T waited five minutes.

A postman walked past. Then
the door of the shop opened,
and the creature , Merrick,
came out.




[Alavi

I could not see his face or his body. He
had an enormous black hat on his head , like
a big box. A grey cloth came down from the
hat, in front of his face. There was a hole in
the cloth in front of his eyes. He could see
out of the hole but I could not see in. He
wore a long black coat, too. The coat began }
at his neck, and ended at his feet, so I "
could not see his arms, his body, or his
legs. On his feet he wore big shoes, like old
bags. He had a stick in his left hand, and he
walked very slowly. -
I opened the door of the cab, and got out.




Alavi

'Good morning, Mr Merrick," I said.
‘Can you get in?’

'Elpmyupasteps,’ he said.

'I'm sorry,’ I said.

'T don't understand.’

For a minute he stood by the door of
the cab and said nothing. Then he hit
the cab with his stick.

'STEPS!" he said loudly.

"Help me up the steps!’

"Hu]p me up the stcpﬂ!"






Alavi

I took his left hand and began to help him. o
My right hand was behind his back. I felt very strange. His
left hand was like a young woman's, but his back, under the
coat, was horrible. I could feel the bags of old skin on his
back under the coat. He put one enormous foo’r on the flr'sT
step, and then he stopped. e P S g
After a minute, he moved his second foo'r slowly
Then he stopped and wau’re% a
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Alavi While Reading
Fill in the gaps by using the appropriate words.

1-A ... walked pas‘r

2-He had an . . black hat on his head.

3-There was a ............ in the cloth in front of his eyes.
4-The coat began at his ............, and ended at his feet.

5-He could not get up the .........



While Reading

Why Merrick couldn't get in the cab?

What was Merrick wearing?

What was the difference between
Merrick's left and right hand?




Alavi

‘Hello, sir. Can T help you?’
I looked behind me. It was the postman.
And behind him, I could see three young boys.
One of the boys laughed. The postman smiled.
'Is the gentleman ill?" he asked.
I thought quickly.
'Yes. But this is a lady, not a gentleman.
I'm a doctor, and she's ill. Take her hand,
so I can help her better.’
The postman took Merrick's left hand, and I N
Helped him with two hands from behind.
Slowly, very slowly, Merrick went up the
steps and into the cab.




Alavi

One boy was very near the cab. He called
to his friends. '‘Come and see this, boys! A
fat lady in a black coat! And look at that M&
enormous hat!' The boys laughed. They i
were very near the cab too, now. I closed \
the door quickly. "'Thank you,’ I said to the
postman. ‘That's all right, sir,' he said.
'She's a strange lady, sir, isn't she?’
'She's ill, that's all,” T said quickly.
'We're going to the hospital. Goodbye, and
thank you.’ The cab drove down the road
to the hospital.




T looked at Merrick. 'That was difficult, wasn't
it?' I said. At first he said nothing but then he
spoke. His voice was very strange but T listened
to him very carefully, and I could understand him.
‘The steps were very difficult. he said.

'But most things are difficult for me.
'Yes.' I said. 'Nothing is easy for you, is it?’
'‘No,' he said.




He was very quiet for a minute.
Then he said, "Who are you, sir?’
‘Who am I? Oh, I'm sorry.

My name is Dr Treves.

Here, this is my card.’
I gave him a card with my name on.
Then I thought , That was no good. e
This man can't read. But Merrick |
took the card and looked at it very [N
carefully. Then he put it in his
trousers pocket.




I did not talk to him very much at the hospital.
I looked at his head and arms and legs and
body very carefully. Then I wrote the
important things about him in a little book. A
nurse helped me. Merrick looked at her
sometimes, but she did not smile at him or talk
to him. I think she was afraid of him. I think
Merrick was afraid too, because he was very
quiet.

R " e ~~OEEEEEEEEEEE——



At four o'clock I took him
back to the shop in a cab.
The next day I looked in
the shop window again, but
the picture was not there.




After Reading

Put the sentences in order to make a conversation then
bractice with your partner.

O'Is the gentleman ill?’

O 'We're going to the hospital. Goodbye, and thank you.
O 'That's dll right, sir,

O'Hello, sir. Can I help you?'

O 'Thank you,

O 'She's a strange lady, sir, isn't she?’

O'I'm a doctor, and she's ill. Take her hand , so I can help
her better.

O'She's ill, that's all,

O'Yes. But this is a lady, not a gentleman.’




