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Which do you 
prefer?

Discuss with a partner:

•  Which building do you prefer?
•  Why?



What do these 
buildings have in 

common?

Sydney Opera House

Fallingwater



What do these 
buildings have in 

common?

What features are 
similar?

 Discuss in groups

Guggenheim Museum 
Bilbao

Villa Savoye



Key Feature 1

 Geometric shapes: rectangles, squares
 No heavy decoration – simple, clean look



Modern Materials

Key Feature 2



Glass



Steel



Concrete



Key Feature 3

Large Windows & Open 
Spaces



 Glass windows connect 
inside & outside

 Open-plan = spacious feel



Open-plan: An open-plan office, school, etc. does not have walls 
dividing it into separate rooms.



Case Study: The Gherkin, 
London



The Gherkin is a famous skyscraper in London. Its real name is 30 St 
Mary Axe. It was designed by the architect Norman Foster. The building 

has a unique curved shape and is made mostly of glass and steel. Its 
design helps it save energy compared to other tall buildings.

Read this Read this text 
aloud and answer the 

questions:



Case Study: The Gherkin, 
London

 Where is The Gherkin?
 What is the shape like?

 What two materials are used in the building?
 Why is its design special?



In pairs ask and answer these questions

• Do you like buildings with large windows? 
Why?

• Do you prefer simple shapes or unique shapes?
• Which material looks best: glass, concrete, or 

steel?
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