
Iranian 
Architecture 

A Journey into Beautiful Buildings 

In The Name Of God



•  Let’s play a word chain!

• Each person says a word about buildings or 
cities.

•  The next word must start with the last 
letter of the previous work!

• Example:  Mosque → Elevator → Roof → 
Foundation →...

• Tip: Think about:
 Parts of buildings
 Places in a city
 Building materials



What is it?



Where is it?



What Makes 
a Building 
Beautiful? 



Think about:

 Shape



Think about:

 
Materials



Think about:

 Details



Tilework – Kashi 
Kari 

Buildings are decorated with beautiful tiles in 
blue, turquoise, and gold.



What Is Turquoise? 

Turquoise is a bright blue-green color. It is often 
used in Iranian tilework and art. It’s also the name 

of a beautiful gemstone!



Minaret – A Tower 
for Prayer 

A tall tower next to a mosque. It is used to call 
people to prayer.



Ancient palace with stone columns 
and carvings (Achaemenid era)

Persepolis



Famous 
Persian 

Architecture 



Shah Mosque of 
Isfahan

 Blue-tiled dome, iwan, and arches

 Safavid era



 Royal buildings with mirror 
work and gardens

 Qajar era

Golestan Palace



Windcatchers of 
Yazd

 Tall towers that cool buildings 
using wind

Yazd City



Practice

 Task 1: Match the Word to the 
Picture 



Minaret Tilework Iwan
Dome 

(Gonbad)



Practice

 Task 2: True or False



True or False? 

Read the sentences. Are 
they true or false?



A minaret is a small round 
dome.

True 
False



Tilework uses bright colors like 
blue and gold.

True 
False



A windcatcher helps cool a 
building.

True 
False



Practice

 Task 3: Vocabulary Quiz

Choose the correct word for each sentence.



• A __________ is used to call people to prayer.
• The mosque is decorated with colorful __________.
• The entrance has a big __________ with an arch.



Practice

 Task 4: Put in the Right Order

Put the words in the correct sentence order.



• mosque / has / dome / The / a / large
• decorated / is / The / tilework / with / building
• windcatcher / air / A / cools / the
• tall / A / mosque / minaret / has / the / next to
• entrance / The / an / iwan / is / arched



 Work in small groups and be 
creative! Design Your Dream 

Building! 

Design a building (e.g., museum, school, mosque, library)

Include at least 2 Iranian architecture elements (e.g., dome, iwan, tilework)
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