
Present Perfect
vs.

Past Simple

By: Zeinab Sadat 

Aboulghasem Hosseini

Session: 1401/08/21



Present Perfect

Subj + have/has+ P.P
She has travelled to 120 countries since she was 18.

Subj + have/has + not + P.P

I haven’t seen her around my office since yesterday



Present Perfect for …

We talk about a period continues from past until now

= the time we are talking about is not finished yet  (since/for)

I haven’t eaten anything since morning

Giving news about an event, specially when we don’t know exact time

I’ve cut my finger

For experiences and accomplishments : 

Action in the past has a result now

Hassan Yazdani has won a gold medal. 

We have been in Paris.
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Past Simple for …

1 I slept in my bedroom last night. 
→ Specific occasion in the past(FINISHED)

2 I’ve been in Italy. I was a student there.
→ Specific information about experiences



Present Perfect Vs. Past Simple

Present Perfect

Unfinished time
recent activity, with an effect or result NOW

Past Simple

Finished time
action completed in past





Adverbs of time…
read the text again!

Present Perfect Past Simple

almost fifty years
A year later

already 

since 1968
A few years ago

ever

Finished time phraseUnfinished time phrase



got was

went

Have you finished

Wasn’t

worked

Has lived

Did you go

was was

died

I’ve never meet


