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4 7.1. Why plants have got flowers

Many plants have got flowers.

Why do plants
have got flowers?

There are many different kinds of flowers. Is it to smell nice?

Seeds form inside
fruits. But where do
fruits come from?

What job do flowers do? N

No matter what the size, colour or scent, all flowers do the same

important job. Can you thinkwhdt itis?
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| Some flowers
have scent.

Others do not |
__have scent.

Most pla‘nts have flowers, but not all do.
Flowers can be big or small, colourful or non-coloured, scented or

unscented.

Flowers form fruits. They help plants to reproduce.
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.4 7.2. How seeds are spread

A fruit has two jobs:
€ to protect the seeds inside.

# to help spread the seeds.
Have you ever found seeds stuck in
your socks? Plants need to scatter their
seeds away from themselves. We call this

seed dispersal.

Why do you think seeds must be dispersed?
What would happen if all the seeds grew-
next to their parent plant? X
Seedlings need room to grpv'\f._ 'THEQ also need light
and water. Seedlings cannot .grow to be
healthy plants if they all have,to share
water and light in a stall area. Plants
disperse their seeds in different ways.
The pict,ure" g_hgw how some plants
cjispers’é" their seeds. Talk about how

each seed is dispersed.
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Some seeds are dispersed by animals

Animals can spread seeds. Birds, monkeys and even elephants eat
colourful, juicy fruits. The seeds pass through the animal’s body and
are dispersed in the animal’s droppings. This may be far away _from
where the animal ate the fruit. 4

Birds spread the /_x /
seeds of berrles;: a (N ,
and other fruits in / W’
their drop pings. il )

Ants carry seeds
underground.

Some s_eé&s have spines and hooks. These stick onto the fur of animals,
or the clothes of people. Mice, ants and squirrels carry seeds away
from the parent plant and bury them to eat later. If the animal does

not eat the seeds, the seeds will germinate in the soil.
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